
Departmental Ditties And Barrack Room
Ballads Annotated

Departmental Ditties And Barrack Room Ballads is a poetry collection written by
Rudyard Kipling. Published in 1886, the collection gained immense popularity and
established Kipling as a renowned poet and writer. These poems celebrate the
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life of soldiers stationed in India during the British Raj and provide a unique
insight into their experiences, emotions, and adventures.

The Content

The poetry collection is divided into two parts: Departmental Ditties and Barrack
Room Ballads. The Departmental Ditties section comprises rhymes that satirize
various civilian departments in India. Kipling showcases his wit and sharp
observatory skills to expose the idiosyncrasies and bureaucracy prevalent in
these governmental entities. Readers are treated to humorous and engaging
verses that capture the essence of administrative life in colonial India.
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On the other hand, the Barrack Room Ballads section focuses on the lives of
soldiers serving in the British military. These ballads paint a vivid picture of the
camaraderie, hardships, and battles faced by soldiers. Kipling's powerful
language and emotional depth allow readers to empathize with the soldiers'
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struggles and victories. These ballads also shed light on the complexities of life in
the barracks, exploring themes of love, loss, and patriotism.

The Annotations

This annotated version of Departmental Ditties And Barrack Room Ballads
provides readers with additional insights and explanations, enhancing their
understanding and appreciation of Kipling's work. In this edition, various footnotes
and annotations clarify historical references, cultural contexts, and linguistic
nuances. Additionally, critical analyses and interpretations offer valuable
perspectives on the poems' themes and literary techniques employed by Kipling.

Why Read This Annotated Edition?

This annotated edition of Departmental Ditties And Barrack Room Ballads is a
must-read for poetry enthusiasts, history buffs, and fans of Rudyard Kipling. The
footnotes and annotations provide a deeper understanding of the poems, making
the collection more approachable and accessible to a wider audience.

The historical context and cultural references in Kipling's work can be challenging
to grasp without proper guidance. This annotated edition bridges that gap,
enabling readers to fully appreciate and engage with the poems on a deeper
level.

Departmental Ditties And Barrack Room Ballads Annotated offers a
comprehensive and enriching reading experience, inviting readers to explore the
world of Rudyard Kipling's poetry through the lens of historical significance and
critical analysis. Whether you are new to Kipling's work or a seasoned fan, this
annotated edition will undoubtedly enhance your understanding and enjoyment of
his celebrated collection.
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*This Book is annotated (it contains a detailed biography of the author).
*An active Table of Contents has been added by the publisher for a better
customer experience.
*This book has been checked and corrected for spelling errors.

I have eaten your bread and salt,
 I have drunk your water and wine;
The deaths ye died I have watched beside,
 And the lives that ye led were mine.

Was there aught that I did not share
 In vigil or toil or ease,—
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One joy or woe that I did not know,
 Dear hearts across the seas?

I have written the tale of our life
 For a sheltered people's mirth,
In jesting guise—but ye are wise,
 And ye know what the jest is worth.
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