
The Dark Ages of America: The Final Phase of
Empire
Are we currently witnessing the final phase of an empire? Some scholars argue
that the United States, often regarded as a global superpower, is facing its dark
ages. This concept is explored in the book "Dark Ages America: The Final Phase
of Empire" by Morris Berman.

The Rise and Fall of Empires

Throughout history, various empires have risen and fallen. From the Roman
Empire to the Ottoman Empire, the cycle seems to repeat itself. Scholars have
noticed striking similarities between the decline of past empires and the current
state of affairs in the United States.

Berman draws a parallel between the fall of empires and the way in which
societies lose their civic virtue. He argues that societies become complacent and
lose their drive for innovation and progress, leading to a decline in cultural,
intellectual, and economic sectors.
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In "Dark Ages America," Berman examines the different stages of decline that
empires typically go through. From initial triumphs and expansions, empires
eventually reach a point where their internal contradictions become too difficult to
sustain. This leads to a gradual decline and the eventual collapse of the empire.

The American Dream: A Fading Mirage

For centuries, the American Dream has captivated people around the world. The
promise of unlimited opportunities and upward mobility has attracted immigrants
to the United States. However, many argue that this dream is slowly fading away.

Berman tackles the notion of the American Dream and how it has been distorted
over time. He argues that a capitalist society driven solely by consumerism and
materialistic pursuits is unsustainable in the long run. The pursuit of endless
growth and profit has created a culture of discontent, leading to societal
disintegration.

The education system, once seen as a beacon of hope and social mobility, has
become a mere means of producing workers rather than fostering critical thinking
and creativity. Berman argues that this shift in focus has contributed to the
decline of American innovation and intellectual prowess.

The Cultural Deterioration

In America's quest for dominance, its culture has been commodified and stripped
of its authenticity. The hyper-individualistic society has eroded communal bonds,
resulting in a lack of social cohesion. The rise of reality TV and celebrity culture
further feeds into this deterioration.
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Berman argues that the glorification of violence, as seen in the entertainment
industry and political discourse, is further evidence of a society in decline. He
suggests that the obsession with military might and aggressive foreign policies
mirrors the desperate attempts of a declining empire to maintain control.

Resurgence vs. Collapse

While Berman presents a grim picture of the current state of affairs in America, he
also explores the possibility of a resurgence. He highlights the importance of
recognizing the patterns that have led to the decline of empires in the past in
order to break free from the cycle.

Resurgence, according to Berman, lies in the ability to create a new narrative that
emphasizes community, sustainability, and human connection. This requires a
shift in values away from materialism and towards a more holistic and inclusive
approach.

As we navigate the challenges of the 21st century, it is essential to critically
examine our society and its trajectory. By understanding the causes behind the
decline of empires, we can work towards a future where history does not repeat
itself.

: Lessons for the Future

The idea of America entering its dark ages may be unsettling, but it serves as a
wake-up call for society. Recognizing the signs of decline and working towards a
more sustainable and inclusive future is crucial.

Berman's "Dark Ages America: The Final Phase of Empire" provides a thought-
provoking analysis of the current state of the nation. By delving into the historical



patterns of empires, he offers valuable insights into the challenges we face and
the paths we can take.

Although the final phase of an empire may seem bleak, it is within our power to
rewrite the narrative. By promoting civic engagement, intellectual exploration, and
a shift towards community-centric values, we can forge a new path towards a
brighter future.
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In Dark Ages America, the pundit Morris Berman argues that the nation has
entered a dangerous phase in its historical development from which there is no
return.

As the corporate-consumerist juggernaut that now defines the nation rolls on, the
very factors that once propelled America to greatness—extreme individualism,
territorial and economic expansion, and the pursuit of material wealth—are,
paradoxically, the nails in our collective coffin. Within a few decades, Berman
argues, the United States will be marginalized on the world stage, its hegemony
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replaced by China or the European Union. With the United States just one
terrorist attack away from a police state, Berman's book is a controversial and
illuminating look at our current society and its ills.
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The Dark Ages of America: The Final Phase of
Empire
Are we currently witnessing the final phase of an empire? Some scholars
argue that the United States, often regarded as a global superpower, is
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